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January hurricane forms in Atlantic for first time since
1938

Hurricane Alex develops near Azores in water barely warm enough for any storm to form,
say US researchers

Associated Press
Thu 14 Jan 2016 21.14 EST

A hurricane has formed far out in the Atlantic Ocean, the first time such an event has happened in
January since 1938, US officials said.

Hurricane Alex’s maximum sustained winds were near 85mph (140kmh) and residents of
Portugal’s mid-Atlantic Azores islands were warned to expect waves up to 60ft (18 metres) high
and wind gusts up to 100mph.

The islands’ Civil Protection Service issued a weather red alert, the highest of four warnings that
indicates extreme risk, for five of the archipelago’s nine islands.

The US National Hurricane Center (NHC) in Miami said in a Facebook post there hadn’t been a
hurricane present during the month of January since 1955, when Alice formed in late December



1954 and continued into the next month.

The hurricane was centred about 350 miles south of Faial Island in the central Azores and was
moving north-north-east at about 22mph. Alex was expected to move near or over parts of the
Azores on Friday, the NHC said.

The Azores government on Thursday advised kindergartens to stay closed and told residents to
ensure drainage systems were not blocked.

The archipelago, which has a population of about 250,000, has been threatened by hurricanes
before, but they usually lose their strength as they move into colder northern water.

Alex formed only days after a rare event in the Pacific. An El Nino-related tropical storm formed
south-west of Hawaii last week. Tropical Storm Pali, only the third such system to develop in
January in more than 40 years, had weakened to a depression by Thursday and was expected to
dissipate in the next day or so. It never made landfall.

Alex’s formation, however, had nothing to do with El Nifio, said Mike Halpert, the deputy director
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center in the US.

The NOAA researcher Jim Kossin said the water in which Alex formed was about 1.7C to 2.2C (3F
to 4F) warmer than normal, but still barely warm enough for a storm to form.

As 2019 begins...

... we’re asking readers to make a new year contribution in support of The Guardian’s independent
journalism. More people are reading and supporting our independent, investigative reporting
than ever before. And unlike many news organisations, we have chosen an approach that allows
us to keep our journalism accessible to all, regardless of where they live or what they can afford.
But this is only possible thanks to voluntary support from our readers - something we have to
maintain and build on for every year to come.

This is The Guardian’s model for open, independent journalism: free for those who can't afford it,
supported by those who can. Readers’ support powers our work, giving our reporting impact and
safeguarding our essential editorial independence. This means the responsibility of protecting
independent journalism is shared, enabling us all to feel empowered to bring about real change in
the world. Your support gives Guardian journalists the time, space and freedom to report with
tenacity and rigor, to shed light where others won’t. It emboldens us to challenge authority and
question the status quo. And by keeping all of our journalism free and open to all, we can foster
inclusivity, diversity, make space for debate, inspire conversation - so more people, across the
world, have access to accurate information with integrity at its heart. Every contribution we
receive from readers like you, big or small, enables us to keep working as we do.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is free
from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No
one edits our editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important as it enables us to give a voice to
those less heard, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes us different to
so many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

Please make a new year contribution today to help us deliver the independent journalism the
world needs for 2019 and beyond. Support The Guardian from as little as $1 - and it only takes a
minute. Thank you.
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